
South Dakota Department of the Military 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

Zimmerman Recog-

nized by OMK  

2 

BHNC To Honor Veter-

ans 

2 

Heroes Among Us 3 

Upcoming Events 4 

Inside this issue: 

DECEMBER 4, 2014 

Buddy baskets for homeless veterans 

     Please join the South Dakota American Legion Auxiliary, Autumn 
Simunek (Miss Oahe), and their partners,  in providing a special holiday for 
our veterans in need.  
     This dedicated group of volunteers will be collecting items for :buddy 
baskets” through January 10, 2015, at the following locations:  
Vermillion – The Broadcaster/Plain Talk 201 W Cherry Street or Main Street 
Center 320 West Main Street 
Sioux Falls – Berakhah House (400 N Western Avenue) 
Rapid City – Cornerstone Rescue Mission (30 Main Street) 
Hot Springs - RadioShack® (204 S Chicago Street) 
Pierre – Hughes County Courthouse Basement (104 E Capitol Avenue 
     Items needed for the Buddy Basket project are: bed sheets (all sizes), 
sleeping bags, alarm clocks, household kitchen items, hygiene products, 
towels, bathroom tissue, window cleaner, scrubbing cleanser, rubber 
gloves, cleaning sponges, dust pan, light bulbs, shower curtains w/rings, 
bath towels, laundry detergent, eating utensils, dishes, dish soap, dish towel 
sets, coats, gloves, and hats (all sizes). 
     Monetary Donations can be mailed to Veterans Relief Drive,  South Dako-
ta American Legion Auxiliary P.O. Box 1819 Sioux Falls, SD 57101 or Veter-
ans Relief Drive,  South Dakota Operation: Military Kids SDSU West River AG 
Center 1905 Plaza Blvd. Rapid City, SD 57702, or Veterans Relief Drive,  Cor-
nerstone Rescue Mission P.O. Box 2188 Rapid City, SD 57709. 

 
 

Heroes Among Us—

showcasing 125 South Dako-

ta veterans. 
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ZIMMERMAN RECOGNIZED FOR HIS SUPPORT OF 

MILITARY KIDS 
     South Dakota Department 
of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Larry Zimmerman was recently 
recognized for his support of 
military kids and the Operation 
Purple Up for Military Kids. 
     Michael Herman, Executive 
Director of the Aberdeen Boys 
and Girls Club, presented the 
plaque of appreciation to Secre-
tary Zimmerman and thanked 
him for all of his continued sup-
port for military families.      
 
 
 
 
 

     Black Hills National Cemetery will 
host Wreaths Across America, a holi-
day wreath-laying ceremony to hon-
or and remember our nation’s Veter-
ans.   
     The ceremony will be held Satur-
day, December 13, at 10:00 am 
(MST) at the Black Hills National Cem-
etery (20901 Pleasant Valley Drive). 
     The Civil Air Patrol, veterans ser-
vice organizations and citizens are 
coordinating the event to honor vet-
erans of each branch of the military, 
the Merchant Marine as well as Pris-
oners of War and those still Missing 
in Action (POW/MIA). 
      

   

HOLIDAY WREATH LAYING TO HONOR 

VETERANS 
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Heroes among us 

     For the past twelve months we have been 
showcasing heroes among us in celebration 
of the state’s 125th anniversary of statehood.  
     There is a special group of heroes that, 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year, assist those who served their 
country.     
     The staff at Michael J. Fitzmaurice State 
Veterans Home is ever mindful of  their mis-
sion to provide comprehensive, high-quality 
care for our veterans.    “Caring for veterans is 
not only the philosophy of the home, it is the 
staff’s commitment,” said SDDVA Secretary 
Larry Zimmerman. 
      This dedicated, professional staff provides 
services that range from medical care, rehabil-
itation programs, nutrition, housekeeping, 
-and-off campus activities, administration, 
maintenance, 24-hour security and much, 
much, more.      
     “They treat our heroes with respect and 
dignity and provide a high-quality living envi-
ronment,” said Zimmerman.   .     
     Their dedication has shown that you can’t 

ride an elevator to success — you can only 

take steps, one at a time. 

     Their extra effort, dedication, insights and 

opinions are all extremely valuable to the suc-

cessful undertakings of the Michael J. Fitz-

maurice State Veterans Home and the South 

Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs. 

     Thank you MJF SVH staff for your contin-

ued dedication and service.  You are truly 

heroes serving heroes!!!!!!! 
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2014 
Dec. 8—Wreath Laying Ceremony—Flaming Fountain—Veterans Memorial—State Capitol—11:00 am 
Dec. 9—SDDVA Mini Conference—Rapid City– Building 450—Camp Rapid (2823 W. Main)—10:00 am 
Dec.. 10—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pierre Post 8 American Legion (520 S. Pierre Street)—10:00 am 
Dec. 11—SDDVA Mini Conference—Brookings City/County Building (520 3rd St—Suite 300) - 10:00 am 
Dec. 13—Black Hills National Cemetery Wreath Laying Ceremony to Honor Veterans  
 

2015 
Jan. 5—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
Jan. 13—Governor’s State of the State Address—Pierre—1:00 pm  
Jan. 27—Aberdeen Stand Down—Bethany Lutheran Church—1620 Milwaukee Ave SE—1:00—6:00 pm 
Jan. 29—SDDVA/Veterans Council Legislative Breakfast 
Feb. 2—VFW Legislative Reception—AmericInn—Fort Pierre 
Feb. 3—American Legion Legislative Reception—Post 8 Legion Cabin—Pierre 
Feb. 6—Women Veterans Wellness Retreat—DAV—Sioux Falls 
Feb. 6-8—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Watertown 
Feb. 21—Lee Greenwood Valentines for Veterans Concert—Sioux Falls Pavilion 
Apr. 6—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
Jul. 6—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
Oct. 9—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
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